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Some people may find the content of this report confronting or distressing.  The information included here places an 
emphasis on data, and as such, can appear to depersonalise the pain and loss behind the statistics.

If information in this report raises concerns for you, contact your Employee Assistance Program (EAP) or Lifeline on 
13 11 14.



This report has been prepared by the TrackSAFE Foundation to increase knowledge and inform prevention 
activities to reduce fatalities, injuries and near hits on the Australian heavy rail network.
The TrackSAFE Foundation, established by the Australasian Railway Association and UGL in 2012, is Australia’s only harm prevention charity focused on reducing deaths, injuries 
and near hits on the rail network. TrackSAFE also works to improve the wellbeing of rail employees.

Every life lost and injury on the rail network is a tragedy and the impacts on family, friends, communities, rail and recovery staff and witnesses can be profound. These incidents 
together with thousands of near hits each year can cause trauma and work-related stress and illness to rail and recovery staff. 

Every incident on the network can also cause disruption and delays to hundreds of services each year impacting customers and economic efficiency.  A 2024 TrackSAFE study 
found that in 2022-23 alone, disruptions caused by suspected and attempted suicide, trespass and other injuries and fatalities on the Victorian passenger network cost the 
Victorian economy $314.2 million1.

Working closely with rail organisations, the TrackSAFE Foundation is actively engaged in a wide range of rail safety activities including public awareness campaigns and 
facilitation of the annual Rail Safety Week. To prevent suicides on the rail network, TrackSAFE advocates for fencing and other barriers to reduce access to the rail corridor, 
encourages individuals to seek help before and at the time of crisis and has available free, online Suicide Awareness Training for rail staff.  TrackSAFE also promotes the 
responsible reporting of suspected and attempted suicides by rail operators following MindFrame Guidelines.  In partnership with Lifeline Australia, TrackSAFE implements public 
awareness campaigns to encourage individuals to contact Lifeline on 13 11 14, whether they are in crisis or just needing someone to talk to.  

TrackSAFE’s Rail Industry Trauma Management Framework provides guidance on best practice trauma management and should form the foundation of internal policies and 
procedures in rail organisations.   Face to face and free online trauma management courses are available to support implementation of the Framework. Rail R U OK? is our 
industry’s national day of action in April and activities throughout the year build skills and confidence to ask a workmate “R U OK?” and know what to say and do if they say no.  
TrackSAFE also offers a range of webinars and other activities to support the wellbeing of the rail workforce.

Further information on TrackSAFE’s activities can be found here.  A similar report on fatalities, injuries and near hits on the light  rail network is available here.

Introduction

1.  Oxford Economics Australia, 2024, The economic impact of incidents on the Victorian Rail Network – FY23.  Report commissioned by the TrackSAFE Foundation 
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Subject Source Notes
Suicides & other fatalities 
2001-2022

National Coronial Information System (NCIS), 2026, 
Deaths at railway locations in Australia, DR25-17. 
Released September 2025, Reissued January 2026.

National Coronial Information System, 2026, Deaths at 
railway locations in Australia Addendum, DR25-17A, 
Released April 2026.

National Coronial Information System, 2020, 
Intentional self-harm deaths at Australian railway 
locations 2000-2017, DR20-31, Released November 
2020.

In this report the term ‘suicide’ is used to refer to incidents included in data from NCIS or 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS).

Non-suicide fatalities excludes deaths where the mechanism of fatal injury is classified by the 
NCIS as being due to pharmaceutical drug toxicity, fall related, electrocution or other.  

The number of suicides in ACT and TAS (p10) are calculated from the 2020 report. The Addendum 
report does not include 1 fatality in 2022 reported in ONRSR data.

This source is referenced as NCIS throughout this report.

Suspected suicides, other 
fatalities, injuries, attempted 
suicides no injury, near hits  
2016-2025

Office of the National Rail Safety Regulator (ONRSR),  
Occurrence extract-fatalities, serious injuries, minor 
injuries, attempted suicide no consequence January 
2016–December 2025.   

The requirements for operator reporting of notifiable occurrences are set out in the Reporting 
Requirements for Notifiable Occurrences. See here for information about notifiable occurrences 
to ONRSR. On 1/7/2022 the definition of Near Miss/Near Hit changed and now only requires 
incidents to be reported where a collision has only been narrowly avoided by chance and there 
was a high chance of collision if circumstances were slightly different. Caution should therefore 
be used in interpreting near-hit data due to the definition change in 2022.  On the 1/7/2022 the 
definition of serious injury also changed.

A suspected suicide is reported by the rail operator to ONRSR shortly after the incident. The 
coroner may later make a different decision. Therefore, the number of suspected suicides can 
sometimes be higher than the number of suicides reported for the same period.

The location of fatalities 2016-2025 has been coded by TrackSAFE based on information in the 
incident description.

This source is referenced as ONRSR throughout this report.

Data sources & notes

Different time periods and data sources have been used throughout 
this report.  This can affect how trends appear.  Interpret changes 
and comparisons with these differences in mind.
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https://www.onrsr.com.au/operator-essentials/reporting-requirements/notifiable-occurrences


Data sources & notes
Subject Source Notes
Suicide/suspected suicide 
rate & proportion of rail 
suicides/suspected 
suicides of all suicides

Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS), National, state and territory 
population.  December Estimated Resident Population is used for 
each year.

Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2025, Causes of Death, Australia .  

The 2025 Causes of Death data was released in November 2025 and provides data for 
the period up to 2024.  It  includes revisions to causes of death for previous years.  Data 
may therefore vary from what has been reported in previous TrackSAFE reports.

These sources are referenced as ABS throughout this report.

Different time periods and data sources have been used throughout 
this report.  This can affect how trends appear.  Interpret changes 
and comparisons with these differences in mind.
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June 2026

Key insights: fatalities, injuries and near hits on the Australian heavy rail network 

Fatalities & injuries1 Suspected suicides1 Attempted suicides1 Near Hits1

What this means for prevention

Suicide prevention
Restricting access to the rail corridor, suicide 
awareness training for staff to increase interventions, 
encouraging  passenger help-seeking & responsible 
reporting of incidents. 

Improved behaviour around rail

Behaviour change public campaigns, fencing to reduce  
corridor access, use of technology for detection, pre-
school, primary school and youth education.

Improved railway crossing safety

Road user behaviour change campaigns, 
enforcement of rules, including with cameras, 
increased penalties,  engineering treatments.

Best practice trauma management

2025 2025 2025 2025

125 58↓ 5 vs 2024
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Gap analysis against Rail Industry Trauma 
Management Framework & trauma training for 
individuals who may be exposed to incidents, 
managers, supervisors and first responders.

69 fatalities
56 injuries/attempted suicide 
no injury

Sources:
1.  ONRSR, Occurrence extract-fatalities, serious injuries, minor injuries, attempted suicide no consequence, near hits January 2016–December 2025 
2.  NCIS, 2026, Deaths at railway locations in Australia, DR25-17. Released September 2025, Reissued January 2026
3.  NCIS, 2026, Deaths at railway locations in Australia Addendum, DR25-17A, Released April 2026
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Fatalities on the Australian heavy rail network 2001-2025

Between 2001-2025 there were 2,305 fatalities on 
the Australian heavy rail network, 77% (1,781) were 
suicides or suspected suicides.  44% of all fatalities 
occurred in Victoria, 30% in New South Wales, 12% 
in Queensland, 9% in Western Australia and 5% in 
South Australia.

Sources:  NCIS 2020 & 2026 (2001-2022), ONRSR 2023-2025
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Fatalities on the Australian heavy rail network 2001-2022

Between 2001-2022 there were  2,080 fatalities including 1,594 
suicides & 486 other fatalities.  41% of individuals were aged 30 
and under, 45% 31-60 years and 14% over 61 years.  75% were 
male. Of the suicides, 66% (1,056) occurred in the rail corridor 
between stations, 33% (529) occurred at railway stations  and 
1% (9) occurred in other locations.  Of the other fatalities, 47% 
(230) occurred in the rail corridor between stations, 28% (134) 
occurred at railway stations and 25% (122) occurred at railway 
stations.

Source: NCIS 2020, 2026
1. Relevant cases were manually reviewed by NCIS to identify incidents at railway crossings.  
Other includes areas proximate to railway lines  and public transport stations/facilities 
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Cause and consequences 2016-2025 

Fatalities, injuries and attempted suicides by cause, 2016–2025
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1. There were 7 injuries in NT, 2 fatalities & 1 injury in TAS & no incidents in the ACT 

Between 2016-2025 there were 687 suspected 
suicides, 542 attempted suicides, 71 fatalities and 
112 injuries to trespassers and 49 fatalities and 192 
injuries at railway crossings.
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Location of fatalities on the Australian heavy rail network 2001-2025

Source: 
1.  NCIS 2026 (2001-2022), ONRSR 2023-25 
2. ONRSR 
Railway crossing icon courtesy of Claire Jones, Noun Project, Station icon Icon Market Noun Project
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Suicide and suspected suicide on the Australian heavy rail network by state 
2001-2025

There was a decline in suspected suicides between 
2024 and 2025 nationally and in Queensland, South 
Australia and Victoria.  There was an increase in New 
South Wales and Western Australia.  
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Some years for SA & WA <5, therefore no line showing.  There was 1 suicide in ACT in 2001 and 1 in Tasmania in 2011

2001 2024 2025

Australia 90 62 58

NSW 36 8 21

QLD 8 6 5

SA <5 6 2

VIC 41 38 25

WA 0 4 5

Sources: NCIS 2020, 2026 (2001-2022), ONRSR 2023-2025 11



Rail suicide/suspected suicide rate per 100,000 of the population 
2010-2024

The rate of suicide/suspected suicide has declined 
since 2010 for Australia and all states except South 
Australia.

Sources: NCIS 2020, 2026 (2010-2022), ONRSR (2023-2025), ABS population, ABS Causes of death,  Intentional Self Harm 
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In some years for SA & WA NCIS report as <5 so rate can’t be calculated.  There was 1 rail suicide in Tasmania in 2011
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Percentage of rail suicides/suspected suicides of total suicides 
2010-2024

The percentage of rail suicides of total suicides has 
declined compared to 2010 in Australia and all states 
except South Australia.

In some years for SA & WA NCIS report as <5 so rate can’t be calculated..  There was 1 in Tasmania in 2011
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Suspected and attempted suicide on the Australian heavy rail network 
2016-2025

Between 2016-2025 there were 687 suspected 
suicides and 542 attempted suicides on the 
Australian heavy rail network.  These make up 73% of 
all fatalities and injuries.

Source: ONRSR 
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Near hits at railway crossings 2016-2025 

Near hits at railway crossings with a road vehicle by location

Source: ONRSR. 

Between 2016-2025 there were 4,938 (average 494 per year) near hits 
with a road vehicle at a railway crossing and 4,268 (average 427 per year) 
near hits with a person.  

Note, the definition of Near Hit changed on 1/7/2022 and now only requires incidents to be reported where 
a collision has only been narrowly avoided by chance and there was a high chance of collision if 
circumstances were slightly different. This may result in a decrease of incidents compared to previous years.
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Near hits with trespassers 2016-2025 

Near hits with trespassers by location 

Source: ONRSR. 

Between 2016-2025 there were 5,755 (average 576 per year) near hits 
with a trespasser.  

Note, the definition of Near Hit changed on 1/7/2022 and now only requires incidents to be reported where 
a collision has only been narrowly avoided by chance and there was a high chance of collision if 
circumstances were slightly different. This may result in a decrease of  incidents compared to previous years.
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New South Wales overview

Fatalities & injuries 20251

• Increase in total 2025 fatalities, 
injuries and attempted suicides 
with no injury by 26 2024-2025 
(19 to 45)1.

• Increase in suspected suicides  
by 13 2024-2025 (8 to 21)1.

• Suspected suicides in 2025 are 
81% of all fatalities1.
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Sources:
1.  ONRSR,  Occurrence extract-fatalities, serious injuries, minor injuries, attempted suicide no consequence, near hits 2016- 2025. Near hits should be considered with caution due to definition change in 2022    
2.  NCIS, 2026, Deaths at railway locations in Australia, DR25-17. Released September 2025, Reissued January 2026
3.  NCIS, 2026, Deaths at railway locations in Australia Addendum, DR25-17A, Released April 2026
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New South Wales overview

Fatality Serious 
injury

Minor Injury No injury Total

Suspected suicide 171 171
Attempted suicide 67 47 62 176
Trespassers - struck by train 31 11 7 49

Trespassers - other 1 6 15 22
Railway crossing - collision 
with road vehicle

7 8 16 31

Railway crossing - collision 
with pedestrian

2 1 0 3

Other - struck by train 3 0 9 12
Total 215 93 94 62 464

Total incidents 2016-2025
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Sources:
1.  ONRSR,  Occurrence extract-fatalities, serious injuries, minor injuries, attempted suicide no consequence, near hits 2016– 2025 
2.  NCIS, 2026, Deaths at railway locations in Australia, DR25-17. Released September 2025, Reissued January 2026
3.  NCIS, 2026, Deaths at railway locations in Australia Addendum, DR25-17A, Released April 2026
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Queensland overview
Fatalities & injuries 20251

• Decrease in total 2025 fatalities, 
injuries and attempted suicides 
with no injury by 6 2024-2025 
(17 to 11)1.

• Decrease in suspected suicides  
by 1 2024-2025 (6 to 5)1.

• Suspected suicides in 2025 are 
71% of all fatalities1.

9%

2025 QLD share of Australian incidents1

Suicides & suspected suicides 2001-20251,2

All incidents

9%

Suspected suicides

Location of suicides & suspected suicides12025 near hits1

348
9 vs 2024

Sources:
1.  ONRSR,  Occurrence extract-fatalities, serious injuries, minor injuries, attempted suicide no consequence, near hits 2016– 2025.  Near hits should be considered with caution due to definition change in 2022 
2.  NCIS, 2026, Deaths at railway locations in Australia, DR25-17. Released September 2025, Reissued January 2026
3.  NCIS, 2026, Deaths at railway locations in Australia Addendum, DR25-17A, Released April 2026
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Queensland overview
Total incidents 2016-20251

Total fatalities 2001-20251,2,3

Fatality Serious 
injury

Minor 
Injury

No injury Total

Suspected suicide 73 73
Attempted suicide 30 14 18 62
Trespassers - struck by train 7 5 2 14
Trespassers - other 2 9 5 16
Railway crossing - collision 
with road vehicle 6 10 18 34

Railway crossing - collision 
with pedestrian 2 1 1 4

Other - struck by train 0 0 1 1
Total 90 55 41 18 204
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Total incidents 2016-20251

Sources:
1.  ONRSR  Occurrence extract-fatalities, serious injuries, minor injuries, attempted suicide no consequence, near hits 2016–2025 
2.  NCIS, 2026, Deaths at railway locations in Australia, DR25-17. Released September 2025, Reissued January 2026
3.  NCIS, 2026, Deaths at railway locations in Australia Addendum, DR25-17A, Released April 2026

Suicide 
(2001-

2022) & 
Suspected 

Suicide 
(2023 +)

Other 
Fatalities

2001 8 5
2002 6 <5
2003 19 <5
2004 7 0
2005 12 <5
2006 6 8
2007 12 <5
2008 7 <5
2009 14 <5
2010 11 <5
2011 5 <5
2012 7 <5
2013 8 0
2014 13 <5
2015 8 <5
2016 7 <5
2017 13 6
2018 4 <5
2019 6 <5
2020 8 <5
2021 5 <5
2022 10 <5
2023 7 5
2024 6 0
2025 5 2
TOTAL 214 69
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South Australia overview
Fatalities & injuries 20251

• Decrease in total 2025 fatalities, 
injuries and attempted suicides 
with no injury by 12 2024-2025 
(16 to 4)1.

• Decrease in suspected suicides  
by 4 2024-2025 (6 to 2)1.

• Suspected suicides in 2025 are 
100% of all fatalities1.

3%

2025 SA share of Australian incidents1

Suspected & attempted suicide 2016-20251

All incidents Suspected suicides

Location of suicides & suspected suicides1
2025 near hits1

135
42 vs 2024

Source:
1.  ONRSR,  Occurrence extract-fatalities, serious injuries, minor injuries, attempted suicide no consequence, near hits 2016- 2025.  Near hits should be considered with caution due to definition change in 2022 
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South Australia overview
Total incidents 2016-20251

Total fatalities 2001-20251,2,3

Fatality Serious 
injury

Minor 
Injury

No injury Total

Suspected suicide 39 39
Attempted suicide 4 1 20 25
Trespassers - struck by train 6 2 1 9
Trespassers - other 1 0 3 4
Railway crossing - collision 
with road vehicle 6 3 13 22

Railway crossing - collision 
with pedestrian 6 7 3 16

Other - struck by train 0 1 1 2
Total 58 17 22 20 117

Total incidents 2016-20251

Sources:
1.  ONRSR,  Occurrence extract-fatalities, serious injuries, minor injuries, attempted suicide no consequence, near hits 2016-2025 
2.  NCIS, 2026, Deaths at railway locations in Australia, DR25-17. Released September 2025, Reissued January 2026
3.  NCIS, 2026, Deaths at railway locations in Australia Addendum, DR25-17A, Released April 2026

Suicide 
(2001-

2022) & 
Suspected 

Suicide 
(2023 +)

Other 
Fatalities

2001 <5 <5
2002 <5 0
2003 <5 0
2004 <5 <5
2005 <5 <5
2006 <5 0
2007 5 <5
2008 <5 <5
2009 <5 0
2010 4 <5
2011 <5 <5
2012 2 <5
2013 1 <5
2014 2 0
2015 3 <5
2016 <5 0
2017 4 <5
2018 4 <5
2019 7 0
2020 <5 <5
2021 5 0
2022 <5 <5
2023 5 3
2024 6 3
2025 2 0
TOTAL 89 25
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Sources:
1.  ONRSR, Occurrence extract-fatalities, serious injuries, minor injuries, attempted suicide no consequence, near hits 2016-2025.  Near hits should be considered with caution due to definition change in 2022 
2.  NCIS, 2026, Deaths at railway locations in Australia, DR25-17. Released September 2025, Reissued January 2026
3.  NCIS, 2026, Deaths at railway locations in Australia Addendum, DR25-17A, Released April 2026

Victoria overview
Fatalities & injuries 20251

• Decrease in total 2025 fatalities, 
injuries and attempted suicides 
with no injury by 22 2024-2025 
(73 to 51)1.

• Decrease in suspected suicides  
by 13 2024-2025 (38 to 25)1.

• Suspected suicides in 2025 are 
93% of all fatalities1.

41%

2025 VIC share of Australian incidents1

Suicides & suspected suicides 2001-20251,2

All incidents

43%

Suspected suicides

Location of suicides & suspected suicides1

2025 near hits1

203
20 vs 2024
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Victoria overview

Total incidents 2016-20251

2016,2020, 2022  NCIS report as <5 other fatalities 

Total fatalities 2001-20251,2,3

Fatality Serious 
injury

Minor 
Injury

No injury Total

Suspected suicide 344 344
Attempted suicide 89 30 73 192
Trespassers - struck by train 17 10 13 40
Trespassers - other 0 5 4 9
Railway crossing - collision 
with road vehicle

8 8 72 88

Railway Crossing - collision 
with pedestrian

5 2 1 8

Other - struck by train 1 0 7 8
Total 375 114 127 73 689

Total incidents 2016-20251
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1.  ONRSR,  Occurrence extract-fatalities, serious injuries, minor injuries, attempted suicide no consequence, near hits 2016- 2025 
2.  NCIS, 2026, Deaths at railway locations in Australia, DR25-17. Released September 2025, Reissued January 2026
3.  NCIS, 2026, Deaths at railway locations in Australia Addendum, DR25-17A, Released April 2026
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Western Australia overview
Fatalities & injuries 20251

• Increase in total 2025 fatalities, 
injuries and attempted suicides 
with no injury by 9 2024-2025 (5 
to 14)1.

• Increase in suspected suicides  
by 1 2024-2025 (4 to 5)1.

• Suspected suicides in 2025 are 
71% of all fatalities1.

11%

2025 WA share of Australian incidents1

Suspected & attempted suicides 2016-20251

All incidents

9%

Suspected suicides

Location of suicides & suspected suicides1
2025 near hits1

61
22 vs 2024

Source:
1.  ONRSR,  Occurrence extract-fatalities, serious injuries, minor injuries, attempted suicide no consequence, near hits 2016–2025.  Near hits should be considered with caution due to definition change in 2022 
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Western Australia overview
Total incidents 2016-20251

Total fatalities 2001-20251,2,3

Fatality Serious 
injury

Minor 
Injury

No injury Total

Suspected suicide 60 60
Attempted suicide 15 13 59 87
Trespassers - struck by train 5 3 2 10
Trespassers - other 0 2 5 7
Railway crossing - collision 
with road vehicle 5 2 15 22

Railway crossing - collision 
with pedestrian 2 3 2 7

Other - struck by train 1 1 1 3
Total 73 26 38 59 196

Total incidents 2016-20251

Sources:
1.  ONRSR,  Occurrence extract-fatalities, serious injuries, minor injuries, attempted suicide no consequence, near hits 2016– 2025 
2.  NCIS, 2026, Deaths at railway locations in Australia, DR25-17. Released September 2025, Reissued January 2026
3.  NCIS, 2026, Deaths at railway locations in Australia Addendum, DR25-17A, Released April 2026

Suicide 
(2001-

2022) & 
Suspected 

Suicide 
(2023 +)

Other 
Fatalities

2001 0 <5
2002 7 <5
2003 <5 <5
2004 <5 0
2005 <5 0
2006 6 5
2007 7 0
2008 10 <5
2009 <5 <5
2010 11 <5
2011 8 <5
2012 8 <5
2013 11 <5
2014 9 <5
2015 7 <5
2016 <5 <5
2017 8 <5
2018 9 <5
2019 7 <5
2020 <5 <5
2021 8 <5
2022 <5 <5
2023 7 1
2024 4 0
2025 5 2
TOTAL 153 53
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Australian Capital Territory, Northern Territory, Tasmania overview

Sources:
1 ONRSR, Occurrence extract-fatalities, serious injuries, minor injuries, attempted suicide no consequence, near hits 2016–2025.  The 2022 fatality in Tasmania is not included in the NCIS data but is included in ONRSR data. 
2. NCIS, 2026, Deaths at railway locations in Australia, DR25-17. Released September 2025, Reissued January 2026. NCIS doesn’t report the number if it is <5.
3. NCIS, 2026, Deaths at railway locations in Australia Addendum, DR25-17A, NCIS doesn’t report the number if it is <5.  Released April 2026. A 2022 fatality in Tasmania is not included in the NCIS data but is included in ONRSR data.
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Australian Capital Territory Northern Territory Tasmania

Fatalities 2001-20251,2,3 2001 <5 Suicide
2002 <5 Other

2002 <5 Other
2004 <5 Other
2009 <5 Other
2011 <5 Other
Total of 5 fatalities 2001-2025

2006 <5 Other
2010 <5 Other
2011 <5 Suicide
2012 <5 Other
2014 <5 Other 
2022 1 Other struck by train
2023 1 Trespasser struck by train

Injuries 2016-20251 2016 1 Trespasser struck by train
2016 1 Trespasser other
2023 4 Road vehicle collision at railway crossing
2024 1 Road vehicle collision at railway crossing

2016 1 Road vehicle collision at railway crossing
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